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Moving forward, together

Every one of us has, at some point, heard the line from Alice in

Wonderland: “It takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same
place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as
fast.” Cliché as the quote has become, our world is changing at
extraordinary speed. And yet, to my mind, it matters not only to run fast,
but — more importantly — to know where you are running.

We see ourselves as the navigator, ready at the right moment to point out
the correct course. By providing current, timely information for the
decisions that matter, we aim to protect our clients from missteps and to
help them find new opportunities.

It matters to us that you are satisfied with the work we have done. If you
have any questions about this report, we will be glad to answer them.

ANDREY SHEVCHENKO, Managing Partner
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Disclaimer

This report was prepared by shev.io solely for information purposes. shev.io does not guarantee the
accuracy and completeness of all information contained in the report, as the data in some sources may
have been distorted inadvertently or deliberately. The information presented in this report must not be
construed, directly or indirectly, as containing recommendations for further business action. All opinions
and estimates contained in this report reflect the authors' judgement as at the date of publication and may
be changed without notice.

shev.io accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from any third party's use of the information
contained in this report, including published opinions or conclusions, or for consequences caused by the
incompleteness of the information presented. The information presented in this report is obtained from
open sources. Additional information may be provided on request.

This document, or any part of it, may not be distributed without the written permission of shev.io, nor
reproduced by any means.
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Terms of use

This report is provided to the user under a non-exclusive, non-transferable, limited licence solely for
internal use within the purposes for which the report was lawfully acquired.

The user may not, in whole or in part, transfer, sell, gift, publish or otherwise distribute the report to third
parties, nor pass it to any other legal entities, partner organisations or external teams (including affiliated
companies). It is prohibited to place the report (or fragments of it) in the public domain (websites, social
networks, messengers, file-sharing services, open-link cloud storage) or to provide access through third-
party services where this allows third parties to review the materials.

If the report is purchased by a company, its use is permitted only by that company's employees for
internal tasks. Passing the report to contractors, consultants, freelancers, agencies and any external parties
is prohibited.

All exclusive rights to the report — including its structure, texts, data selection, visualisations, tables,
charts and design elements — belong to the rights holder (shev.io) or are used on lawful grounds. The user
receives the right to use the report only within these terms.

Without shev.io's written consent it is prohibited to create derivative products based on the report, to use it
as part of a commercially distributed product or service, or to remove or alter copyright notices.

The use of short quotations and fragments is permitted only in internal documentation (internal
memos, reports, presentations, working correspondence), provided the meaning and context are preserved
and the source is credited: shev.io. Any publication or use of the materials in places accessible to third
parties is permitted only with shev.io's prior written consent.
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Market at a glance

This demo shows the form and depth of the report — real narrative with the detailed figures and tables
masked as “XXX”. When you order the report, every figure is finalised and verified for your copy, and the full
report is delivered within 24–72 hours.

Indicator Value

Market size (2025) USD 121.8 m

Forecast (2031) USD 181.9 m

CAGR (2021-2031) 6.9%

Study period 2021-2031

Largest region Europe · 31.4%

Fastest-growing region Asia-Pacific · 8.1%

Market concentration Low

Licence Individual / Company

The global tragacanth gum market reached USD XXX million in 2025 and will expand to USD XXX million by
2031, advancing at a XX% CAGR. Food applications account for XX% of market value, supported by
demand for acid-stable, plant-derived emulsifiers in confectionery, sauces, dressings and frozen desserts.
Pharmaceutical-grade material is the fastest-growing grade as formulators deploy tragacanth in
suspensions, topical preparations, drug-delivery systems and emerging wound-care biomaterials. Supply
remains structurally fragmented and closely tied to wild Astragalus harvesting in Iran and neighboring
producing areas, making origin control, microbial treatment and batch-standardized viscosity central
competitive capabilities.
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Executive summary

The global tragacanth gum market reached USD XXX million in 2025 and will expand to USD XXX million by
2031, advancing at a XX% CAGR. Food applications account for XX% of market value, supported by
demand for acid-stable, plant-derived emulsifiers in confectionery, sauces, dressings and frozen desserts.
Pharmaceutical-grade material is the fastest-growing grade as formulators deploy tragacanth in
suspensions, topical preparations, drug-delivery systems and emerging wound-care biomaterials. Supply
remains structurally fragmented and closely tied to wild Astragalus harvesting in Iran and neighboring
producing areas, making origin control, microbial treatment and batch-standardized viscosity central
competitive capabilities.

Indicator Value

Market size 2025 XXX

Forecast 2031 XXX

CAGR XXX

Largest region XXX

Fastest region XXX

Key findings

Global tragacanth gum sales totaled USD XXX million in 2025 and are forecast to reach USD XXX million
in 2031.

Market value grew from USD XXX million in 2021 to USD XXX million in 2025 as higher purification costs
and demand for certified grades lifted average selling prices.

Food and beverage applications represented XX% of 2025 revenue, equal to USD XXX million.

Powdered tragacanth held XX% of 2025 market value because standardized particle size, microbial
treatment and rapid dispersion suit industrial formulation.

Europe led the market with a XX% share in 2025, supported by established E 413 use in confectionery,
sugar paste, sauces and specialist pharmaceutical formulations.

Asia-Pacific will record the fastest regional expansion at an XX% CAGR through 2031, led by India,
China, Japan and South Korea.

Pharmaceutical-grade tragacanth will grow at an XX% CAGR, outpacing food, cosmetic and technical
grades.

Direct manufacturer and processor sales accounted for XX% of value in 2025, reflecting qualification-
intensive purchasing by food and pharmaceutical formulators.
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Market size and forecast

Market value by year, USD bn

Indicator 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 CAGR

Market value, USD bn XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Market volume XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Production XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Imports XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Exports XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Apparent consumption XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

Year-over-year value change

Indicator 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 CAGR

Market value X% X% X% X% X% X%

Production X% X% X% X% X% X%

Imports X% X% X% X% X% X%

Exports X% X% X% X% X% X%

Source: XXX
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Global Tragacanth Gum Market Trends and Growth Drivers

Tragacanth occupies a distinctive position between commodity food gums and high-value specialty
biopolymers. Its market expands when customers value acid stability, emulsion protection, water binding,
botanical identity and a long history of pharmaceutical use; it loses volume when formulations can accept
lower-cost xanthan, guar, acacia or cellulose systems.

The supply chain begins with geographically concentrated wild Astragalus collection and then moves
through cleaning, grading, microbial treatment, milling, blending and specification testing. Consequently,
value creation depends less on raw tonnage than on converting variable natural exudate into repeatable
food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic grades.

Through 2031, the strongest growth comes from uses where performance and documentation outweigh
ingredient cost. Pharmaceutical suspensions, topical preparations, biomedical films, premium confectionery
and acidic food emulsions create this value pool, while traceability and harvesting resilience determine
which suppliers can serve it consistently.

Growth drivers

Clean-label hydrocolloid substitution

Food manufacturers are reformulating premium products around recognizable botanical ingredients while
reducing dependence on chemically modified texture systems. Tragacanth benefits where formulators
need an odorless, flavor-neutral gum with strong emulsification and acid tolerance, particularly in
dressings, sauces, confectionery and frozen desserts.

Premium confectionery and sugar-paste growth

Rolled fondant, modeling paste and decorative confectionery require pliancy during forming and resistance
to cracking after drying. Tragacanth's water-binding and film-forming behavior supports premium bakery
and celebration-cake applications where performance commands a higher ingredient price.

Natural pharmaceutical excipient adoption

Pharmaceutical formulators use tragacanth as a suspending, emulsifying, binding and viscosity-building
excipient in oral and topical dosage forms. Demand is moving toward treated powder supported by
pharmacopoeial documentation, microbial controls and reproducible rheology, increasing value faster than
physical volume.

Biomedical hydrogel and wound-care pipeline

Research programs are incorporating oxidized or cross-linked tragacanth into drug carriers, tissue-
engineering scaffolds, hemostatic films and wound dressings. Commercialization begins from a small base
but creates a high-value outlet for tightly characterized material and functional derivatives.

Performance in acidic formulations
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Tragacanth maintains useful viscosity and emulsion stability across acidic conditions that challenge several
competing natural gums. This expands its role in shelf-stable dressings, fruit preparations, citrus beverages
and condiment systems where texture retention over product life is critical.

Plant-based and vegan product expansion

Vegan certification and plant-derived formulation claims increase tragacanth's relevance in specialty foods,
cosmetics and nutraceutical delivery formats. The benefit is strongest in premium products where
provenance and ingredient simplicity outweigh the cost advantage of commodity substitutes.

Restraints

Wild-harvest supply concentration

Commercial supply depends heavily on labor-intensive tapping and collection of wild Astragalus in Iran and
adjacent producing areas. Weather, rural labor availability and collection economics create abrupt changes
in ribbon and flake availability, while replenishment cannot be scaled as quickly as fermentation-derived
gums.

Natural batch variability

Botanical species, harvest location, ribbon grade and post-harvest handling affect color, swelling behavior,
viscosity and microbial quality. Processors must blend, clean, mill and test multiple lots to deliver
repeatable industrial specifications, raising working-capital and quality-control costs.

Lower-cost hydrocolloid competition

Xanthan, guar, acacia and cellulose derivatives offer broad availability, established formulation support and
lower cost in many mainstream thickening applications. Tragacanth therefore wins primarily where acid
stability, distinctive rheology, traditional identity or a specific pharmacopoeial requirement supports
premium pricing.

Iran-linked trade and payment friction

Banking restrictions, indirect shipping routes and heightened counterparty screening lengthen procurement
cycles for Iranian-origin gum. Importers carry additional inventory and diversify processing locations to
protect continuity, increasing delivered cost and limiting participation by smaller regulated buyers.
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Tragacanth Gum Driver and Restraint Impact on the
Forecast

Drivers — impact on forecast

Driver Impact on CAGR Geography Horizon

Clean-label hydrocolloid substitution XXX XXX XXX

Premium confectionery and sugar-paste growth XXX XXX XXX

Natural pharmaceutical excipient adoption XXX XXX XXX

Biomedical hydrogel and wound-care pipeline XXX XXX XXX

Performance in acidic formulations XXX XXX XXX

Plant-based and vegan product expansion XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

Restraints — impact on forecast

Restraint Impact on CAGR Geography Horizon

Wild-harvest supply concentration XXX XXX XXX

Natural batch variability XXX XXX XXX

Lower-cost hydrocolloid competition XXX XXX XXX

Iran-linked trade and payment friction XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX
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Tragacanth Gum Market Segmentation by Form, Grade and
Application

By Form

Powder dominates because industrial users require controlled particle size, rapid dispersion, microbial
treatment and repeatable viscosity. Ribbon material commands a premium in visible-origin, artisanal and
traditional uses, while flakes serve specialist food, botanical and processing channels. Powder will grow
fastest as regulated buyers move toward standardized grades.

Value by form, USD bn

Segment 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

Powder XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Ribbon XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Flakes XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

By Grade

Food grade leads through confectionery, sauces, dressings, beverages and frozen desserts. Pharmaceutical
grade realizes higher unit prices because it requires tighter controls over identity, viscosity, microbiology
and contaminants. Cosmetic and personal-care grades benefit from natural rheology claims, while technical
grades remain exposed to substitution.

Value share by grade, 2025

XX%

XX%

XX%

XX%

Food Grade

Pharmaceutical Grade

Cosmetic and Personal-Care Grade

Technical Grade

Source: XXX
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Value by grade, USD bn

Segment 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

Food Grade XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Pharmaceutical Grade XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Cosmetic and Personal-Care Grade XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Technical Grade XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

By Application

Food demand is anchored in high-value applications where tragacanth provides acid-stable emulsification,
water binding and texture. Pharmaceuticals gain from suspensions, emulsions, ointments and tablet
systems, while biomedical research broadens the addressable market into hydrogels and wound-care films.
Cosmetics use tragacanth in botanical gels and emulsions; technical demand centers on art materials,
incense, adhesives and specialty coatings.

Value share by application, 2025

XX%

XX%

XX%

XX%

Food and Beverages

Pharmaceuticals and Biomedical

Cosmetics and Personal Care

Industrial, Art and Other Uses

Source: XXX
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Value by application, USD bn

Segment 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

Food and Beverages XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Pharmaceuticals and Biomedical XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Cosmetics and Personal Care XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Industrial, Art and Other Uses XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

By Sales Channel

Direct contracts dominate large and regulated accounts because qualification, specification matching and
traceability require close supplier interaction. Distributors remain essential for fragmented food,
compounding, laboratory, art-material and small-batch customers. Distributor growth is strongest in Asia-
Pacific, where local inventory reduces lead times for imported Iranian and European-processed material.

Value by sales Channel, USD bn

Segment 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

Direct Sales XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Distributors and Online B2B XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX
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Tragacanth Gum Market Regional Analysis and Country
Outlook

Europe generated XX% of global revenue in 2025, making it the largest tragacanth gum market. Germany,
the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Spain and Switzerland combine established specialty-food processing
with pharmaceutical and personal-care formulation capabilities. European demand favors sterilized E 413
powder, documented contaminant control and supplier auditability, while decorative confectionery and
rolled fondant preserve a valuable application niche.

Asia-Pacific accounted for XX% of 2025 market value and will expand at an XX% CAGR through 2031. India
combines traditional gond katira consumption with expanding food, pharmaceutical and nutraceutical
processing; Japan emphasizes standardized food-additive and laboratory grades; and China is developing
both distribution capacity and biomedical materials research. Rising regional formulation activity
increasingly shifts value capture from raw-gum trade toward milling, purification and application-specific
preparation.

North America held XX% of revenue in 2025, with the United States supported by GRAS recognition under
21 CFR 184.1351 and demand from specialty food, compounding, research and art-material channels. The
Middle East remains strategically essential as the upstream supply center, led by Iran, but captures a
smaller share of finished-grade value than Europe or North America. Latin America grows from a limited
base as clean-label food processing and distributor availability improve in Brazil and Mexico.

Growth rate by region, 2025-2031

Europe X%

Asia-Pacific X%

North America X%

Middle East and Africa X%

Latin America X%

Source: XXX
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Market value by region, USD bn

Region 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

Europe XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Asia-Pacific XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

North America XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Middle East and Africa XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Latin America XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX

Market value by leading country, USD bn

Country 2025 2031 Share 2025 CAGR

United States XXX XXX XXX XXX

Germany XXX XXX XXX XXX

United Kingdom XXX XXX XXX XXX

Belgium XXX XXX XXX XXX

Netherlands XXX XXX XXX XXX

Japan XXX XXX XXX XXX

China XXX XXX XXX XXX

Mexico XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX
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Tragacanth Gum Market Competitive Landscape and
Company Share

The market is fragmented, with no supplier controlling more than XX% of global 2025 value. Competition
spans Iranian collectors and exporters, European hydrocolloid processors, North American ingredient
distributors, Asian botanical-material specialists and laboratory-reagent companies. Katira Momtaz Export
Company holds a defensible position in origin sourcing, while Polygal, Willy Benecke, Gumix International
and AEP Colloids compete through processing, certification, formulation support and regional inventory.

Quality assurance is the decisive competitive boundary. Leading suppliers differentiate on ribbon sorting,
color selection, milling consistency, viscosity standardization, microbial reduction, pharmacopoeial
compliance, allergen statements, halal and kosher certification, and lot-level traceability. Distributor
relationships remain important because many buyers purchase tragacanth in modest volumes but require
technical documentation comparable with larger hydrocolloid programs.

Strategic investment centers on controlled sourcing, sterilization, application laboratories and higher-value
pharmaceutical or biomedical grades rather than large commodity capacity additions. Consolidation is
likely to occur through specialty-ingredient distributors acquiring regional portfolios and customer
relationships, while origin processors retain leverage through access to high-grade Astragalus exudate.

Leading companies

Company HQ Est. revenue 2025 Market share 2025 YoY

Katira Momtaz Export Company XXX XXX XXX XXX

Polygal AG XXX XXX XXX XXX

Willy Benecke GmbH XXX XXX XXX XXX

Gumix International XXX XXX XXX XXX

AEP Colloids XXX XXX XXX XXX

Prime Ingredients Inc. XXX XXX XXX XXX

Merck KGaA XXX XXX XXX XXX

FUJIFILM Wako Pure Chemical Corporation XXX XXX XXX XXX

Nihon Funmatsu Yakuhin Co., Ltd. XXX XXX XXX XXX

Phaidyme Company XXX XXX XXX XXX

Source: XXX
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Tragacanth Gum Market Forecast, Scenarios and
Opportunities

The market will add USD XXX million between 2025 and 2031, with more than half of incremental value
arising from pharmaceutical, personal-care and premium food applications. Volume growth remains
measured, but tighter specifications, microbial treatment and origin documentation sustain value growth
above tonnage expansion.

The base case projects a XX% CAGR. An upside scenario reaches USD XXX million in 2031 if biomedical
products commercialize faster and managed harvesting stabilizes premium-grade availability; a downside
scenario reaches USD XXX million if collection disruptions coincide with accelerated substitution by xanthan
and acacia gum.

Winning suppliers will link harvest networks to standardized finished grades and provide formulation
support for acidic foods, suspensions, topical products, edible films and wound-care matrices. Buyers will
increasingly dual-source merchant inventory while reserving approved, traceable lots for regulated
applications.

Opportunities

Standardized pharmaceutical and medical-device grades with full origin traceability

Edible coatings and active food-packaging films for fresh produce

Premium clean-label stabilizer systems for acidic sauces, beverages and reduced-fat foods

Direct-to-consumer gond katira wellness products in South Asia and diaspora markets

Supplier-led farmer training, managed Astragalus stands and regenerative wild-harvesting programs

Custom particle-size, viscosity and microbial specifications for high-value formulations

This preview shows the form and depth of the report. The full report contains every figure, segment- and
country-level detail and full company profiles. On purchase all figures are finalised and verified, and the
report is delivered within 24–72 hours.
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